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Öv¹l Ö. Durmusoglu and Jörn Schafaff with a work by Rirkrit Tiravanija. PhMRM: Die BalkMLe.

ON A WEDNESDAY NIGHT,űduringűBerlinűGalleryűWeekend’sűmostlyűdigitiZedűpreviewűdays,
HannesűSchmidtűofűSchiefeűZÆhneűandűIűwereűaboutűthirtiethűinűtheűqueueűforűchiliűcheese
fries,űwhichűweűwereűtoűbringűbackűtoűtheűgalleryűwhereűRichardűSidesűwasűputtingűfinishing
touchesűonűhTheűMatrix,vűanűexhibitionűheűmadeűaboutűbeingűimmersedűinűaűtechnological
worldűofűuncertainűboundaries.űTheűshowűincludesűaűcrudeűcardboardűhomageűtoűSpot,űa
robotűdogűofferedűbyűBostonűDynamicsűtoűtheűtuneűofű$75,000.űKillingűtimeűduringűtheűlong
waitűforűprovisions�facingűaű10űp.m.űcurfew,űmostűofűtheűnearbyűrestaurantsűhadűrunűoutűof
foodűorűclosedűearly�weűwatchedűvideosűofűpeopleűabusingűtheűcreatureűforűfun.űhI’műnot
sureűwho’sűworse,vűIűmused,űhhumansűorűmachines?vűScreen-fatiguedűfroműaűseriesűof
Zooműtours,űSchmidtűperhapsűwasűinclinedűtowardűtheűlatter.űhIűhadűtoűborrowűaűselfieűstick
froműaűten-year-old,vűheűsaid.űhOnlyűcoolűthingűis,űitűcomesűwithűaűfish-eyeűcamera.vűSo
thereűareűperks,űafterűall.ũ

Theűfollowingűevening,űIűwasűknucklesűdeepűinűmango-infusedűmayonnaiseűwhenűJulian
Stalbohműgraciouslyűcomplimentedűmyűadvancedűdippingűskills.űWeűwereűwithűLoretta
FahrenholZűinűtheűrainűwatchingűtheűclockűoverűtheűMehringdamműU-Bahnűentrance
approachűcurfew.űFahrenholZűisűshowingűaűnewűvideoűatűNBKűcomprisingűiPhoneűfootage
fromű2012űandű2020,űaptlyűtitledűhAűDecadeűthatűExploded.vűAtűfirst,űtheűmobileűportrait
modeűseemedűtoűofferűaűnewűhoriZon,űbutűbyűtheűvideo’sűlatterűhalf,űtheűrectangleűhad
becomeűaűclutteredűcontainerűforűtheűfeelingsűofűdisappointment,űdoubt,űandűlonesomeness
thatűgatherűoverűtheűyears,űandűinűthatűlastűyearűespecially.űStalbohm’sűexhibitionűatűthe
VolksbÜhneűpavilion,űmeanwhile,űfeaturesűenlargedűWilliaműHillűgamblingűtickets,űeach
bettingűonűwhenűaűgivenűvolcanoűwillűerupt.űSittingűinűtheűglowűofűfifteenűminutesűtoűten,űit
seemedűourűdooműwouldűnotűbeűblessedűwithűsuchűhighűdrama,űbutűunfold,űlike
FahrenholZ’sűdecade,űasűaűquieterűexplosion,űdispersingűintoűtheűnight.

WeűwereűonűourűwayűhomeűfroműNoahűKlink’sűgallery,űwhereűGerritűFrohne-Brinkmannűhad
infectedűaűgroupűofűoldűcomputerűtowersűwithűtheűILOVEYOUűvirus�anűearlyűdot-com
disasterűthatűspreadűinű2000űasűmillionsűreceivedűanűemailűwithűaűmessageűtellingűtheműto
hkindlyűcheckűattachedűLOVELETTER.vűhItűexploitedűtheűweaknessűofűhumans,vűsaid
Frohne-Brinkmannűtoűmyűimmediate,űtremoringűprotest:űhNotűweak,űbutűbeautiful!űInűfact,
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I’dűopenűthatűdocumentűanyűday,űjustűonűtheűoff-chance.vűEveryoneűsippedűcrËmant.űIt
struckűmeűthenűthatűalthoughűFahrenholZ’sűvideoűseemedűbroken�itsűrelationships
fractured,űitsűnarratorűabsent�itűwas,űmoreűthanűanything,űveryűhuman.űByűcomparison,
Frohne-Brinkmann’sűmachinesűopenedűaűvoidűintoűwhichűviewersűcouldűpourűtheirűown
humanity,űbeűitűinűtheűforműofűvintageűhopes,űorűgeneraliZedűnostalgia.űTheűpackűofűecru
computersűfilledűtheűrooműwithűtheirűheavyűbreathing,űtheűsoundűofűaffectionűpromisedűand
undelivered,űyetűagain.

Gerrit Frohne-Brinkmann, ILOVEYOU (detail), 2021, fPaKed iLkjeR NPiLR ML NaNeP, TiLRage cMKNSRePQ, KalUaPe.

Itűseemsűtechnologyűisűmakingűaűcomebackűinűart.űNotűjustűasűNFTs,űnorűinűtheűwayűofűthe
post-internetűturnűofűyoreű(thematiZingűalienationűbyűacceleratingűit),űbutűwithűanűacute
interestűinűhowűitűoperatesűrelationally,űemotionally.űAtűKlemm’sűgallery,űGeumhyungűJeong
presentedűaűrobotűworkshopűcompleteűwithűtoolsűandűwiresűandűvideosűshowingűtheűartist
nonchalantlyűyankingűawayűatűnutsűandűbolts.űHersűisűaűcharmingűprocessűofűtrialűandűerror
thatűmakesűtheűresultingűautomata,űifűnotűsentient,űthenűatűleastű(andűunlikeűtheűBostonian
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dog)űworthyűofűsympathy.űJeongűisűnotűmakingűaűmonster,űorűstealingűfireűfroműtheűgods,
but,űlikeűmostűofűus,űusingűtechnologyűtoűmakeűfriends,űpassűtime,űandűlearnűthings.űInűa
newűseriesűofűhybridűimage-objectsűbyűAleksandraűDomanoviĠűonűviewűatűTanyaűLeighton,
scienceűlikewiseűfoldedűinűonűprivateűinteriority.űOnűrotatingűLEDűfanűdisplays,űCovidűstats
froműworldometers.infoűmixedűwithűDomanoviĠ’sűpersonalűassociations:űpsychedelic
mushroomsűandűphotosűofűaűyoungűRainerűMariaűRilkeűdressedűlikeűaűgirlűbecauseűhis
motherűwishedűheűwereűone.űMustűhaveűbeenűquiteűsomethingűforűhiműtoűuntangleűin
psychoanalysis,űIűthought,űasűwillűthis�theűpandemic�onceűit’sűfinallyűover.

David Rych, Untitled (Our Time), after Untitled (Perfect Lovers) bW F¦liV GonX�leX-Torres, 2021. PhMRM: Die
BalkMLe.

AtűGalerieűNeu,űManfredűPernice’sűsculpturalűassemblageűwasűdescribedűasűaűcaesura.űThis
nonthingness�theűsublimeűwayűinűwhichűPernice’sűhalf-shitűobjectsűappearűatűonce
negligibleűandűcarefully,űcruciallyűarranged�isűanűaestheticűresponseűtoűtheűworld’s
depletion.űLongűcentralűtoűcontemporaryűartűinűGermany,űit’sűtheűlogicűbyűwhichűartűkeepsűa
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footűinűtheűdoorűofűitsűownűexistence.űhIűthinkűthisűisűwhatűtroubledűmeűaboutűlastűyear’s
BerlinűBiennial,vűIűsaid,űholdingűaűsliceűofűpearűandűgorgonZolaűpiZZaűatűBarbaraűWeissűon
Friday.űhItűwasűactuallyűthere.vűTheűthoughtűhadűbeenűstewingűinűmyűmindűsinceűseeing
MarielaűScafati’sűexhibitionűatűPSMűearlierűinűtheűweek.űScafati,űwhoűfeaturedűprominently
inűtheűbiennial,űshowedűaűgroupűofűblueűcanvasesűhoveringűbelowűtheűceilingűlikeűaűkindűof
wonkyűsky,űhoistedűupűbyűanűintricateűropeűcontraption,űaűliteralűyetűpoeticűportraitűof
connectedness,űorűmaybeűofűpower,űorűstrength.űTheűworkűwasűbeautiful,űnotűveryűGerman,
butűperhapsűsomehowűrelatedűtoűthatűofűthisűnew,űsincereűcropűofűrelational-tech-
aestheticians.űItűcouldűbeűtheűcontextűofűtheűJannisűMarwitZűpaintingsűatűWeissűthatűmade
meűthinkűofűitűthen,űsinceűtheyűtooűareűhpost-vűinűtheűwayűofűPernice:űserious,űbutűwithűa
thrillingűlackűofűcenter.űByűthen,űIűthink,űIűwasűdrunk.

WhenűKreuZbergűturnsűintoűaűwarűZoneűonűMayűDay,űitűisűeasyűtoűunderstandűwhyűthe
healthyűrichűpeopleűallűliveűinűPrenZlauerberg,űwhereűtoddlersűrollűinűartisanűiceűcreaműand
tumbleűthroughűstreetsűroofedűwithűblossomingűcherryűtrees.űToűcounterűtheűcreepyűutopia
vibes,ű¹vÜlű¹.űDurmusogluűandűJoannaűWarsZaűhadűinvitedűartistsűinűtheűneighborhoodűto
exhibitűfroműtheirűbalconies.űInűoneűmemorableűinstance,űaűparticularlyűidyllicűstreetűscene
cameűtoűaűhaltűunderűtheűapartmentűofűSusanneűSachsseűandűMarcűSiegel.űhWhenűwasűthe
lastűtimeűyouűthought:űnoűmoreűchildren’sűclothingűstores?vűaskedűaűvoiceűfroműabove,űandűI
answeredűtoűmyself:űliterallyűtwoűminutesűago.űhWhenűwasűtheűlastűtimeűyouűrealiZedűyour
buildingűwasűownedűbyűsomeűcompanyűabroadűandűthought:űshit?vűIűfeltűcompelledűtoűadd
myűownűquestions:űWhenűwasűtheűlastűtimeűyouűateűchipsűforűdinnerűeveryűdayűforűaűweek?
OrűpukedűinsideűyourűFFP2űwhileűridingűanűUber?űOrűopenedűaűloveűletterűonlyűtoűrealiZeűit
wasűaűvirus?űIsűeveryűloveűletterűaűvirus?űOrűeveryűvirusűaűloveűletter?űAndűwhichűisűworse?

�űKristianűVistrupűMadsen
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Artist Leda Bourgogne in her exhibition at QBBQ. All NhMRMQ SLleQQ LMRed: KPiQRiaL ViQRPSN MadQeL.
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Artists Mathis Altmann and Sung Tieu at Efremidis.
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Artists Reece York, Richard Sides, Lachlan Petras, and Angharad Williams; Schiefe Zähne director Hannes
Schmidt; and the author.
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Artists Seyoung Yoon and Jutta Zimmermann, Curator Elisa R. Linn, and artist Lisa Jo.
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Artnet editor Kate Brown and dealer Jennifer Chert of ChertL¹dde.
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Collector Johannes Birkner-Behlen, artist Gerrit Frohne-Brinkmann, and dealer Noah Klink.
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Curators Margarita Tsomou and Joanna Warsza, writer Ana Teixeira Pinto and curator Öv¹l Ö. Durmusoglu (red
carnations from a work by Yael Bartana and Saskia Wendland).
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Dealer Catherine Wang at Kraupa-Tuskany ZeidlerŢs Anna Uddenberg exhibition.
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Dealer Gregor Hose and artist Andrés Pereira Paz at PSM.
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Dealer Lucas Casso and artist Kayode Ojo.
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Ernst Thälmann monument.
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Karl Kolbitz presenting his new Gio Ponti book for Taschen.
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Kunstverein N¹rnberg director Milan Ther and Tenzing Barshee of Efremidis gallery.
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Mariela ScafatiŢs work at PSM.
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At Richard SidesŢs show ŤThe Matrixť at Schiefe Zähne.
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